ENGLISH EDITION 


Tafsir 


Quranic Exegesis 
Level 2 


Prepared by Zad Group 


Shue! 


ab 


© Zadgroup Publishing, 1445 
team, Zadgroup 
Tafsir (2). / team, Zadgroup - Jeddah, 1445 
110p; 21 x 27.5 cm 
L.D. no. 1445/20014 
ISBN: 978-603-8234-59-4 


First Edition 
1446 - 2024 


All rights reserved 


Publishing 


*áb 


KSA - Jeddah 
Al-Shatei, Beutat Business - Office. 16 
Mob: +966 50 444 6432, Tel: +966 12 6929242 
Po, Box: 126371 Jeddah 21352 
www.zadgroup.net 


Distribution 
KSA - Riyadh 
King Fahd Road, Al-Olayia 
Tel: +966 11 4808654, Fax: +966 11 4808095 


Po. Box: 67622 Riyadh 11517 
www.obeikanretail.com 


All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the prior permission in writing of the publisher. 


ES The Book of Quranic Exegesis (Tafsir) (2) 


The Book of Quranic Exegesis (Tafsir) (2) 


Preface 


Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds, and blessings and peace be upon the noblest of the 
Prophets and Messengers, our Prophet Muhammad, and upon all his family and Companions. 
‘To proceed: 


Islamic knowledge is one of the most important necessities that the Muslim needs in his 
life; the entire ummah, in its efforts to rebuild Islamic civilization, is in need of it. Hence the 
religious texts point out the importance of Islamic knowledge and its bearers. Allah e says: 
(Allah witnesses that there is no deity except Him, and [so da] the angels and those of knowledge - [that 
He is] maintaining [creation] in justice. There is no deity except Him, the Exalted in Might, the Wise} (Aui 
Imran 3:18]. Ash-Shawkani tés said: What is meant by those of knowledge here is the scholars of 
the Quran and Sunnah. And Allah Sg says: [and say, “My Lord, increase me in knowledge”) (TaHa 


20114]. 


In the hadith it says: «Whoever follows a path seeking knowledge thereby, Allah will make 
easy for him a path to Paradise.» Narrated by Muslim. 


This series of textbooks comes to serve the community, with the aim of conveying Islamic 
knowledge by various methods and making it readily available to those who seek it. We hope that 
it will be another source of knowledge for academic programs and that it will be a support and 
help to those who want to acquire more Islamic knowledge and education, in an effort to achieve 
the main goal, which is to spread and instill sound Islamic knowledge on a sound academic 
foundation and in accordance with correct beliefs, based on the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of 
His Prophet ize, in a modern and easily-understood style. We ask Allah e to grant us all 
beneficial knowledge, enable us to do righteous deeds, guide us and help us to be sincere in our 
efforts. 
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PÆ In this unit we will study 


Surat an-Naba 


It was narrated that Ibn az-Zubayr 
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Allah $e says: (About what are they asking one another? About the great news — That over 
which they are in disagreement. No! They are going to know. Then, no! They are going to know} 
[an-Naba 78:1-5]. 
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Allah e begins this surah with this question by way of denouncing the polytheists 
for asking one another about the Day of Resurrection, as He says: 

(About what are they asking one another?} That is, about what matter are those who disbe- 
lieve in the Day of Resurrection, the signs of Allah and His Book asking one another? 
‘Then He explains what they are asking one another about, as He says: {About the great 
news, That over which they are in disagreement} that is, the Day of Resurrection. This is the 
great news concerning which they disputed for so long, some of them believing in it and 
others disbelieving it, denying it and thinking it unlikely to ever happen. 


Pessososesssoscesccoscosce 
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Ar-Raghib said: The word naba (translated here as “great news”) refers to news of great 
significance, on the basis of which one learns about that which is or is most likely to be 
true. News is not called naba unless it is of that nature. 

‘Then Allah warns them and threatens them by saying: 

{Nal They are going to know. Then, no! They are going to know}. The word kallaa (translated 
here as *No!") is a word of rebuke and warning, which usually nullifies the words that came 
before it. It is intended as a warning to those who ask one another about the great news, 
stating that the implicit meaning of their questioning is denial, because it is something that 
will inevitably happen. 

In other words, they will come to know, when the punishment that they used to deny be- 
falls them, when they are dragged to the fire of Hell, and it is said to them: {This is the Fire 
which you used to deny} (tT 5214]. 

‘The rebuke and warning is repeated — { Then, no! They are going to know} — to emphasize the 


warning and highlight its seriousness. Thus it is a warning followed by another warning. 


What we learn from these verses: 


The definite article in the word indicates that this is a 
generic noun and includes all great news of which the Messenger Jasjes 

spoke, the first of which was his telling the people that the Quran is the word 
of Allah, as well as what the Quran contains of declaring shirk alse and 


affirming that people will be resurrected on the Day of Resurrection 


‘The greatest news that the Quran brought to the disbelievers was tell- 


ing them that their idols were false gods and not worthy of worship, and 


affirming that their bodies would be created anew. These are the two 


main reasons that led to their rejection, stubbornness and arrogance. 


Unit 1: Surat an-Naba EE 


© What is the psychological impact on your mind and heart when you hear: 


a. The surah beginning with the question [///ou what are they asking one another?}; 


b. The object not being mentioned in the phrase (No! They are going to know}; 


c. The repetition of the phrase: { Ten, no! They are going to know)? 
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‘Then Allah je says: {Have We not made the earth a resting place? And the mountains as pegs? 
And We created you in pairs. And made your sleep [a means for] rest. And made the night as cloth- 
ing. And made the day for livelihood. And constructed above you seven strong [heavens]. And made 
[therein] a burning lamp. And sent down, from the rain clouds, pouring water. That We may bring 


forth thereby grain and vegetation. And gardens of entwined growth.} {an-Naba 78:6-16]. 
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(Have We not made the earth a resting place}. The word mihad (translated here as “resting 
place”) refers to something that is spread out. What is meant is that it is smooth and 
prepared to be suitable for you and your wellbeing. So it is not too solid or too soft. This 
is like the verse in which Allah ee says: {/He] who made for you the earth a bed [spread out]] 
[al-Baqarah 2:22]. 

{And the mountains as pegs} to hold the earth steady, so that it will be stable and will not 
shift about. 

‘The geologists say that the mountains have roots that go deep into the earth, like a peg that 
is driven deep into a wall or the ground. 

{And We created you in pairs} that is, types, as Allah Seg says elsewhere: {And of all things We 
created two mates} {adh-Dhasiyat 51:49], that is, types. 

‘That is, males and females of each type, so that each of them may find comfort in the other. 
It was said that this includes every pairing of created things: ugly and beautiful, tall and 
short, white and black. 

{And made your sleep [a means for] rest]. az-Zajjaj said: Subat (translated here as "rest") means 
to stop moving whilst the soul is still in the body. 

"Ihe root meaning of the word sabt [from which subat is derived] is cessation; in other 
words, to cease toiling so that one may stop working and rest. Allah has made the night 
and sleep as a cover for people, so that they may stop their movements and get their rest. 
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{And made the night as clothing} that is, its darkness covers the people, as Allah gg says 
elsewhere: {And [by] the night when it covers it} [ash-Shams 91:4]. 

Qatadah and Saeed ibn Jubayr said: That is, and time when you become still and rest. 
{And made the day for livelihood} that is, We have made it light and bright, so that people 
may go about their business. 

‘This is similar to the verse in which Allah $e says: (And of His signs is your sleep by night and 
day and your seeking of His bounty} (ar-Rum 30:23). 

{And constructed above you seven strong [heavens]} that is, seven soundly and precisely con- 
structed heavens. 

Allah describes the heavens as strong, because they are firmly and solidly built, as He says 
elsewhere: [And the heaven We constructed with strength} {adh-Dhariyat 51:47]. 

Then Allah ‘gg mentions some of the great benefits of the sun, as He says: {dnd made 
[therein] a burning lamp}. The lamp is the sun. In other words: We have made it bright and 
shining for the entire world; it shines its light for all the people of the earth. 

‘The sun is also burning; it is extremely hot, and in the summer its heat is very intense, even 
though it is so far away from the earth. So how hot do you think it is for planets that are 


closer to it? 
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"The Prophet ds 


Narrated by al-Bukhari and 


Muslim 


In as-Sahihayn, it is narrated that the Prophet dss said: «The Fire complained 
to its Lord, saying: “O Lord, parts ofme are consuming other parts.” So He gave 
it permission to exhale twice, once in the winter and once in the summer. And 


thatis what you experience ofextreme heat and extreme cold.» 
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(And sent down, from the rain clouds}. There are three views concerning the interpretation of 
the word al-mu'sirat (translated here as “rain clouds"): 

It was said that it refers to the clouds; 

it was said that it refers to the wind; 

it was said that it refers to the heavens. 

‘The first view is more likely to be correct. 

Shaykh Ibn Uthaymeen 45 said: Allah described the clouds as wrung out (the literal 
meaning of al-mu'sirat), just as a garment may be wrung out (yu'sar), because there is water 
within the clouds, and it comes out like water from a garment when it is wrung out. 
{pouring water} that is, pouring down in torrents. The word thajj (translated here as “pour- 


ing”) refers to a torrent or stream of pouring water. 


In the hadith, the Prophet 4 


Narrated by at-Tirmidhi; classed as sahih by al-Albani. 


[That We may bring forth thereby grain and vegetation} 


such as grass and other kinds of plants 


(And gardens of entwined growth} that is, gardens and orchards with plants and trees grow- 
ing intertwined, because of their great abundance, so elegant and beautiful that they con- 
ceal whoever is in the garden because they grow so thickly. 

‘This is like the verse in which Allah $e says: [And within the land are neighboring plots and 


gardens of grapevines and crops and palm trees .. . ] {ar-Ra'd 13:4]. 
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| f f) What we learn from these verses: 
© 


] ‘The connection between this passage and the preceding verses: having 
told us that the disbelievers denied the resurrection and the gathering, 
Allah wants to establish proof that the gathering is indeed true. There- 
fore He introduces the matter by speaking of some natural phenomena 
in order to prove that He Jeg has the power to do all things and that He 
knows all things. That is because, once these two facts are established, 
the evidence for the truth of the resurrection will be proven. 


Sleep and waking up are among the clearest evidence for the 


ippropriate to mention them among the 


nce for the resurrection. 


"Ihe verb nukhrij (lit. we bring forth) is used in- 
stead of nunbit (lit. We cause to grow) in the verse 
in which Allah Xe says {That We may bring forth 
thereby grain and vegetation] because the context is 
affirming the resurrection, so the verb nukhrij is 


more appropriate than the verb nunbit. 


The Book of Quranic Exegesis (Tafsir) (2) 


In the phrase 


[an-Naba 78:15-16], grain is mentioned first because it is the basic food. Grains form 


the staple food of people. Then that is followed by mention of vegetation, be- 


cause it comes second in importance as food for people, and it is the basic food of 
animals. The third to be mentioned is gardens, from which fruits come, because 


they are what people use least in their regular diet 


(5 Activities 


o Quote another verse that explains the meaning of each of the verses given below: 


([He] who made for you the earth a bed [spread out]]: 


[And We created you in pairs}: 


{And made the night as clothing, And made the day for livelihood}: 


C2} Ifyou were to debate with an atheist who denies the resurrection, how would you 
refute him, with real-life, rational evidence that happens repeatedly and people 
always see it? (Derive that from the verses quoted). 


o Explain why the earth is mentioned first when discussing the evidence for the 
resurrection, then the mountains are mentioned after mention is made of the 
earth that is spread out for resting. 


Explain the connection between these two things: {And made the night as clothing, 
And made the day for livelihood}. 
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Indeed, the Day of Judgement is an appointed time — The Day the Horn is blown and you will 
come forth in multitudes. And the heaven is opened and will become gateways. And the mountains 
are removed and will be [but] a mirage. Indeed, Hell has been lying in wait. For the transgressors, 
a place of return, In which they will remain for ages [unending]. They will not taste therein [any] 
coolness or drink Except scalding water and [foul] purulence — An appropriate recompense. Indeed, 
they were not expecting an account. And denied Our verses with [emphatic] denial. But all things 
We have enumerated in writing . “So taste [the penalty], and never will We increase you except in 
torment”) [an-Naba 7817-30]. 
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(Indeed, the Day of Judgement is an appointed time} that is, the Day of Resurrection is a de- 
fined day that will happen at an appointed time, as Allah efe says elsewhere: {And We do 
not delay it except for a limited term} (Hud 11304]. 

It is the defined time when this world will come to an end. 

‘That day is called the Day of Judgement because Allah will judge between all people on 
that Day. 

{The Day the Horn is blown and you will come forth in multitudes}. The Horn — or Trumpet — 
will be blown twice: 


e ‘The first time, the people will be terrified, then they will swoon, then die. 
— 


C) ‘The second time, they will be resurrected from their graves and their souls will 
= be returned to them. 
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is the Trumpet which the angel will blow, and the people will come in 


multitudes from all directions, for the reckoning 


{And the heaven is opened and will become gateways} that is, routes and pathways for the an- 


gels to descend. 


{And the mountains are removed and will be [but] a mirage] that is, it will seem to the onlooker 


that they are something, but in fact they will be nothing. 
(Indeed, Hell has been lying in wait} that is, it is prepared and ready. 


Al-Azhari said: The word mirsad (translated here as “lying in wait”) refers to the place 


where an ambush lies in wait for the enemy. 
[For the transgressors} that is, the rebels and sinners who opposed the Messengers. 
{a place of return) that is, an ultimate destination and final abode. 


[In which they will remain for ages [unending]]. The word ahqaab (sing. huqub), translated 
here as “ages”, refers to a period of time. In other words, they will abide therein for many 


periods of time. 


[They will not taste therein [any] coolness or drink} that is, they will not taste any coolness that 
could bring them any relief from its heat, or any drink that could quench their thirst. 


[Except scalding water and [foul] purulence}. Scalding water is water that is extremely hot. 


Purulence refers to the pus of the people of Hell, and what comes out of their innards of 


rottenness, sweat and so on. 


Tt was also said that the word translated here as “purulence” refers to zamharir, which is 


extreme cold that burns because it is so cold. 


‘Thus there will be combined for them extreme heat and extreme cold — we seek refuge with 


Allah — so that they might taste the punishment from two extremes. 


[An appropriate recompense} that is, We will give them a recompense that matches their 
deeds. 


Muqatil said: The punishment will match the sin; there is no sin greater than shirk, and 


no punishment worse than the Fire. 
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(Indeed, they were not expecting an account} that is, they did not believe that this was a realm 


in which they would be requited or brought to account. 


{And denied Our verses} that is, they rejected the proofs and evidence that Allah established 


for His creation, that He sent down to His Messengers. 

{with [emphatic] denial} the word kidhdhaaba (translated here as “denial”) comes from the 
root kadhdhaba. Al-Farra said: It is a sound Yemeni usage. 

{But all things}, small or great, good and evil, 

{Ie have enumerated in writing) that is, We have written them in al-Lawh al-Mahfuz. This 
is like the verse in which Allah e says: {and all things We have enumerated in a clear register} 
[Ya-Seen 36:12]. 

{So taste], O you who disbelieve, this painful punishment. 

{and never will We increase you except in torment}; so they will suffer the eternal, ever-increas- 


ing punishment of Allah. 


LA What we learn from the verses: 


The use of the verb (has been), in the verse 
in which Allah je says, 


, indicates that the Fire is already created 


and exists at present. 
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LA What we learn from the verses: 


es are indicative of the vastness of Allah’s mercy, for Hell has only been 


}. These 


prepared for the transgressors, that is, those who transgress and overstep 


the mark in committing sin. As for those who err, Allah has ordained many 


means of expiation for their sins, such as prayer, fasting Ramadan, praying for 


ziveness, doing righteous deeds, and so on. So no one will enter the F 


ainst themselves [by sinning]. 


[1) Quote a verse which points to a meaning the same as each of the verses quoted 
below: 


(Indeed, the Day of Judgement is an appointed time]: 


{And the mountains are removed and will be [but] a mirage]: 


(But all things We have enumerated in writing}: 


Unit 1: Surat an-Naba El 


‘Then Allah begins to describe the situation of the blessed believers, and what He has prepared for 
them of goodness, honour and bliss, after having described the situation of the disbelievers and 


what He has Bep for them of ills. Hence Allah $e says: 
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Indeed, for the righteous is attainment. Gardens and grapevines. And full-breasted [companions] 
of equal age. And a full cup. No ill speech will they hear therein or any falsehood. [As] reward from 
your Lord, [a generous] gift [made due by] account} {an-Naba 78:31-36]. 


c 
e 
a 
3 
=I 
S 
= 
85 
3 
[zi 


(Indeed, for the righteous is attainment} that is, those who feared the wrath of their Lord and 
constantly obeyed Him, refraining from what He dislikes, will attain salvation and be far 
removed from the Fire. 

{Gardens and grapevines} that is, gardens of palm trees and other plants. Grapevines are 
singled out for mention because of their great value and abundance in those gardens. 
{And full-breasted [companions]] — this is a description of the wives of Paradise. The word 
translated here as “full-breasted” refers to young women whose breasts have not started to 
droop because they are still young and healthy. In Arabic the phrase ka'abat al-fataat refers 
to a young girl whose breasts have started to develop. 

From the same root comes the phrase ka'b ar-rijl, referring to the ankle, which is the 
bone that protrudes where the foot and the leg meet; and the word al-Kaaba, which is the 
House of Allah y; it is so called because of its prominence. 


lof equal age] that is, they are of the same or similar age. 


From a linguistic point of view, the root letters of the word atrab (translated here as 


"of equal age") form two roots. One of them is turab (dust) and words that are derived 


from it; 
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(And a full cup] that is, filled to the brim, and clear. 

{No ill speech will they hear therein} that is, idle talk in which there is no benefit. 
lor any falsehood} that is, sin. 

So they will not hear any lies, and they will not belie one another. 


‘This is like the verse in which Allah Xe says: {They will not hear therein ill speech or commis- 


sion of sin} {al-Waqi'ah 5625]. That is, there will be no idle talk that is of no benefit, and no lies; 
rather it will be the abode of peace, and everything in it will be free of shortcomings and 
defects. 


Allah will give them this immense bounty: 


{/As] reward from your Lord} that is, what has been mentioned, Allah will reward them with 
it and give it to them by His grace, bounty, kindness and mercy. 
l[a generous] gift [made due by] account] that is, a sufficient, abundant and comprehensive 


gift. The Arabs say A'taani fa ahsabani (he gave mea gift made due by account) meaning, 
he sufficed me. 


H 


What we learn from the verses 


& 


‘The verse gives a description 
of the gatherings of the people of Paradise. So our gatherings should be free 
of idle talk and lies, so as to make them emulate the gatherings of the people 


of Paradise. 


In the verse 


the Lord is mentioned with a possessive pronoun that refers to the Prophet 


Jaski, so as to point out to people that admittance to Paradise and enjoy- 
ment of its blessings can only be attained by following the Prophet As 


believing in him and acting in accordance with what he brought. 


Unit 1: Surat an-Naba 25 | 


I5 Activities 


o For every haram pleasure that you refrain from in this world, you will find its 
counterpart among the joys of the Hereafter, which have been prepared for 
those who show patience in restraining their desires. Write next to each verse 
the desires that you will forgo in this world so that you might attain pleasure in 
the Hereafter. 


Pleasures and desires that one 


will refrain from 


[Gardens and grapevines] 


{And full-breasted [companions] of equal age) 


(And a full cup] 


{No ill speech will they hear therein or any falsehood} 


(2) Mention what welearn from the fact that the Lord ismentioned witha possessive 
pronoun that refers to the Prophet 12$», in the verse: {/As] reward from your 
Lord}. 
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Allah $e says: ([From] the Lord of the heavens and the earth and whatever is between them, the 
Most Merciful. They possess not from Him [authority for] speech. The Day that the Spirit and the 
angels will stand in rows, they will not speak except for one whom the Most Merciful permits, and 
he will say what is correct. That is the True Day; so he who wills may take to his Lord a [way of ] re- 
turn. Indeed, We have warned you of a near punishment on the Day when a man will observe what 
his bands have put forth and the disbeliever will say, “Oh, I wish that I were dust!"] [an-Naba 78:37-40]. 
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[[From] the Lord of the heavens and the earth and whatever is between them, the Most Merciful} 
that is, the one who will give them these gifts is their Lord, Whose mercy encompasses all 
things, so He shows mercy and kindness to them. 


‘Then Allah mentions His greatness and His immense sovereignty on the Day of Resurrec- 
tion, and that all creatures on that Day will not speak. 

{They possess not from Him [authority for] speech} that is, no one will be able to start speaking 
to Him except with His permission. 

{The Day that the Spirit] namely Jibreel or, it was said, the souls of the sons of Adam, or 


some of Allah’s creation. 


{and the angels will stand in rows} that is, row after row, humbling themselves before Allah 
ké. 
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{they will not speak except for one whom the Most Merciful permits} This is like the verse in 
which Allah says: {no soul will speak except by His permission} (Hud 1105). And in as-Sahihayn 
it says: «No one will speak on that Day except the Messengers.» 

land he will say what is correct] that is, what is true. A number of commentators said that 
this refers to the phrase: “Laa ilaaha illa Allah (there is no god worthy of worship except 
Allah)." 


So no one will speak unless he meets these two conditions: 


|. That Allah gives 
o — him permission 
|. to speak 


That what he 


says is true 


{That is the True Day} that will inevitably come to pass, on which no falsehood can be ac- 
cepted and no lie will be of benefit. 

{so he who wills may take to his Lord a [way of ] return} that is, let whoever of His slaves wishes 
to return to his Lord in a proper manner on that Day, do so by believing in that Day, pre- 
paring for it and striving to do deeds that could save him from the terrors of that Day, by 
adhering to the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger Acjcesdils. 

(Indeed, We have warned you of a near punishment] that is, because the Day of Resurrection 
is certain to happen, that is why it is described as being near him, because anything that is 
inevitably going to happen is near. 

[on the Day when a man will observe what his hands have put forth]. Each person will see, on 
that Day, what he sent ahead of good deeds recorded in his record. 

land the disbeliever will say, “Oh, I wish that I were dust]. Abu Hurayrah zz said: "All 
creatures will be gathered on the Day of Resurrection, wild beasts, animals, birds and ev- 
erything. The justice of Allah will be so accurate that the hornless sheep will settle its scores 
with the horned one. Then He will say: ‘Be dust!" That is when the disbeliever will say: /O/, 
I wish that I were dust!]." 
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Mu What we learn from the verses: 


[The Day that the Spirit and the angels will stand in rows, they will not speak]. 
‘This surah speaks of the Resurrection and how people will stand be- 
fore Allah on the Day of Resurrection. Therefore it is appropriate 
to mention how Jibreel and the angels will stand in rows, silent- 
ly, because this is more eloquent in conveying the awe and 

fear of the standing on the Day of Resurrection. 


‘The divine name ar-Rahman (the Most Merciful) is men- 
tioned in the phrase fexcept for one whom the Most Merciful 
permits} to indicate that the concept of intercession is one of 
mercy from Allah & to His creation. 


{That is the True Day} because the Day on which everything 

will be exposed, and that which is correct will be distinguished 

from that which is wrong, is in direct contrast to the days that we 
are living through in this worldly life, where we conceal whatever we 
are able to conceal, and falsehood prevails over the truth. 


Lesson 6 


© What is the reason for referring to the angels and the Spirit, and how they will 
stand on the Day of Resurrection? 


(2) Why does Allah describe the punishment of the Day of Resurrection as being 
near? What do we learn from the mention of the divine name ar-Rahman (the 
Most Merciful) in this context? 


[:) How can we take a way of return to Allah je? 
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Allah $e says: (By those [angels] who extract with violence. And [by] those who remove with 
ease, And [by] those who glide [as if] swimming. And those who race each other in a race, And 
those who arrange [each] matter, On the Day the blast [of the Horn] will convulse [creation], There 
will follow it the subsequent [one]. Hearts, that Day, will tremble, Their eyes humbled. They are 
[presently] saying, “Will we indeed be returned to [our] former state [of life], Even if we should be 
decayed bones?” They say, “That, then, would be a losing return.” Indeed, it will be but one shout, 
And suddenly they will be [alert] upon the earth’s surface] an-Naztau 79:1-14). 
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But in the case of the believers, when the angels come down to take the soul of the 


[By those [angels] who extract with violence}. Here Allah fe swears by the angels who 
extract the souls of the disbelievers forcefully. 

{And [by] those who remove with ease} and He swears by the angels who take the souls of 
th 
a slipknot. A slipknot is a knot that is tied in such a way that if you pull on one end of 
th 


^9 


believers gently and softly; in other words, they pull them out smoothly, like undoing 


o 


knot, it will come undone quickly and easily. 


‘The reason for the harshness with which the angels extract the souls of the 
disbelievers, and the gentleness with which they take the souls of the believ- 
ers is that when the angels who are appointed to take the souls of the dis- 
believers call the soul to come forth, they call it with the harshest of words. 


‘The angels say to the soul of the disbeliever: Come out, O evil soul that was ES ay, 


in an evil body; come out to the wrath of Allah. So the soul is reluctant and 


does not want to come out, and it disperses throughout the body until the 
angels grab it harshly and drag it out in such a way that it almost tears the 
body apart, because of the forceful manner in which it is pulled out. 


believer, they bring glad tidings and say to it: Come out, O good soul that was in a "e 
good body; come out to the pleasure of Allah. So it feels atease about departing from 


the body thatit was used to, and it exits smoothly. 


At the beginning of the surah, Allah gg swears by the angels who pull out the souls of 
the disbelievers in a violent manner, and by the angels who take the souls of the believers 
in a gentle manner, with ease. This is appropriate to the topic of the surah, because its 
main topic is a refutation of the argument of the disbelievers who denied the resurrec- 
tion by saying [Will we indeed be returned to [our] former state [of life], Even if we should be 
decayed bones?"]. Thus it is appropriate for Allah to swear by these angels, as a reminder 
to the polytheists that death will surely come to them, and that they will inevitably die. 


Unit 2: Surat an-Nazi‘aat EJ 


{And [by] those who glide [as if] swimming}. Here Allah swears by the angels who glide 
when they descend from heaven and when they ascend to it. 

{And those who race each other in a race}. Here Allah swears by the angels who race, rush 
and hasten to convey the revelation to the messengers, before the devils can eavesdrop 
on it. 

{And those who arrange [each] matter] — they are the angels who arrange each matter as 


commanded by Allah. This has to do with the running of the affairs of the universe. 


Jibreel is entrusted with the revelation; he receives it from Allah and brings it down to 


the Messengers. 

Israfeel is entrusted with blowing the Horn (or Trumpet) on the Day of Resurrection, 
whereupon the people will be terrified and will die, then it will be blown a second time 
and they will be resurrected. 

Mikaeel is entrusted with rain and vegetation. 


is entrus ng to call him 


ice for that in either the Quran or the Sunnah 


re is no c 
Malik is entrusted with Hell. 
On each person's right and left there sits an angel who records his deeds. 
And there are angels who are entrusted with protecting the sons of Adam. 
Each of them is entrusted with what Allah Xe has enjoined upon him. 
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What is attested to is not mentioned. The implicit meaning is: you will surely be resur- 


rected and brought to account. 
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Leay Commentary 


{On the Day the blast [of the Horn] will convulse [creation]. There will follow it the subsequent 
/one]}. It was narrated that the blast [ar-raajifah] will convulse the earth. This is similar to 
the verse in which Allah Sg says: (On the Day the earth and the mountains will convulse and 
the mountains will become a heap of sand pouring down} (a-Muzzammil 73:14]. 

And it was narrated that the “subsequent one” [ar-raadifah] is the sky, meaning that it will 
follow the earth in undergoing change, as it will split and the stars and planets will be scattered. 
‘The word rajf refers to turmoil and shaking. 

It was also said that ar-raajifah (translated here as “the blast”) refers to the first blast of the 
trumpet, because of which the earth, the mountains and all living beings will be shaken, 
and all who are in heaven and all who are on earth will swoon because of it, except those 
whom Allah jg wills. 
Ar-raadifah (translated here as "the subsequent one") is the second Trumpet blast, where- 
upon they will come round and be gathered. 
(Hearts, that Day, will tremble}. What is meant by hearts here is the hearts of the disbeliev- 
ers. In other words, the hearts of the disbelievers on that Day will tremble with intense fear. 
{Their eyes humbled} that is, the gaze of the disbelievers will be humbled by the terrors that 
they will see, so their eyes will not be staring or looking sharply; rather they will lower their 


gaze out of humiliation. 
{They are [presently] saying, “Will we indeed be returned to [our] former state [of life]"}. That is, 
these disbelievers who deny the resurrection are presently saying: Will we be restored after 
we die? Will we be brought back to life as we were before we died? 


(Buen if we should be decayed bones?}. The disbelievers say: Will we be brought back to this 
world after we have become crumbling bones? 

(They say, “That, then, would be a losing return”) The word karrah (translated here as “a re- 
turn”) refers to coming back after having gone. In other words, the disbelievers say: That 
return of ours would be a return of loss and doom. 

‘Then Allah responds to their thinking that the Day of Resurrection is far-fetched by say- 
ing: Indeed, it will be but one shout} that is, one blast of the Trumpet. 


[ Sere ee 
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[EB Commentary 


[And suddenly they will be [alert] upon the earths surface]. The word saahirah (translated 
here as “the earth’s surface”) refers to flat, white land on which there is no vegetation. 
What is meant is a land that Allah £z will prepare for the people to be gathered thereon 
for the reckoning. 


use the people who will be 


ll not be able to sleep [the root 


night], be e of the intensity of the fear 


What is meant is that the Trumpet will be blown once, and 
these disbelievers will find themselves on the face of the 
earth, alive after having been dead, to face their reckoning 
and punishment after they had been [buried] in the earth. 


è Lesson 8 


T——— M e 


There is a connection between the topic of this surah and the oaths which Allah swears, 
at the beginning, by the angels who take the souls of the believers and the disbelievers. 
Explain this connection. 

[1) Fill in the gaps in the following sentence, using other tafsir references: 


As-saabihaat (those who glide [as if] swimming) are: . ; and it was said that they are... 


5 and it was said that they are... 


As-saabiqaat (those who race each other in a race) are ... "doen 


(2) Connect the following two groups: 


() 


Ar-raajifah (the blast) the hearts of the disbelievers 
Ar-raadifah (the subsequent one) the first blast 

the trembling hearts the second blast 

"[our] former state [of life]" Being brought back to life. 


o Explain why the land on which the people will be gathered on the Day of 
Resurrection is called as-saahirah. 
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Allah jg says: (Has there reached you the story of Moses? When his Lord called to him in the 
sacred valley of Tuwa: “Go to Pharaoh. Indeed, he has transgressed, And say to him, ‘Would you [be 
willing to] purify yourself, And let me guide you to your Lord so you would fear [Him]?” And he 
showed him the greatest sign, But Pharaoh denied and disobeyed. Then he turned his back, striving, 
And he gathered [his people] and called out. And said, ‘I am your most exalted lord.” So Allah seized 
him in exemplary punishment in the hereafter and in this life.Indeed in that is a warning for who- 
ever would fear [Allah]} lan-Nazisat 7915-26]. 
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(Has there reached you the story of Moses?] That is, has there come to you, O Messenger, the 
story of Musa ssi? This is a word of consolation for the Prophet dessi. 


{When his Lord called to him in the sacred valley of Tuwa} that is, when Allah Xe called 
Musa sis in the blessed, sacred valley. 


Tuwa is a name for the sacred valley. 
‘The valley was sacred because Allah ye sent revelation to Musa gás% in that place. 


{Go to Pharaoh, Indeed, he has transgressed} that is, Allah e said to Musa stus: Go to 
Pharaoh and call him to Allah £z, for he has transgressed. 
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[ER] Commentary 


Tughyaan (translated here as “transgression”) means going to extremes in committing 
sins and overstepping the mark. A word from the same root appears in the verse in which 
Allah e says: (Indeed, when the water overflowed [tagbaa]] (a-Haggah 69:11}; the water in- 
creased and overflowed its limits. From the same root comes the word taghut (which 
refers to transgression) because that is overstepping the mark. 

(And say to him, Would you [be willing to] purify yourself}. That is, do you want to purify 
yourself from faults, shortcomings and sins, by saying: Laa ilaaha illa Allah (there is no 
god worthy of worship except Allah)? 

[And let me guide you to your Lord so you would fear [Him]?} That is, let me guide you to 
the path of obedience to your Lord £z, so that you might fear Him after you come to 
know about Him. 


sescsscsssoscosesoscscecceccooo 


‘The fact that guidance is mentioned before fear indicates that fear of Allah does not 
occur except after coming to know Him £c. Allah jeg says elsewhere: (Only those fear 
Allah, from among His servants, who have knowledge} [Fatir 35:28}. 

(And he showed him the greatest sign}. The greatest sign was the hand of Musa ss, when 
he brought it out appearing white to the onlookers, and his staff, when it clearly turned 
into a snake. 

(But Pharaoh denied and disobeyed}. Thus Pharaoh rejected the message of Musa sis, 
and disobeyed the commands of Allah yz. 

{Then he turned his back, striving} that is, he turned away from what Musa séú% called 
him to, of obedience to Allah, fear of Him and affirmation of His oneness (Tawhid), and 
he strove hard in opposing Musa pau. 

{And he gathered [his people]] that is, he brought together the people of his kingdom, 
assembling his courtiers to advise him, gathering his troops to fight and wage war, and 
bringing his people together to attend the day of the festival. 

{and called out And said, "I am your most exalted lord}, above whom there is no other lord. 
[So Allah seized him in exemplary punishment in the hereafter and in this life}. Allah wrought 
vengeance upon him with punishment in this world and the Hereafter. Thus He made 
him a lesson and an example for other rebellious people like him. 

[Indeed in that is a warning for whoever would fear [Allah]} that is, in this story there is a 
lesson and an exhortation for those who fear Allah Je. 
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f fj What we learn from the verses: 
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When calling people to Allah, it is essential to be gentle and kind, and to 
avoid harshness, even with tran: sors and tyrants, because gentle words 
attract the hearts of the listeners, and make it more likely that they will re- 


spond to this call. 


{So Allah seized him in exemplary punishment in the hereafter and in this life}. 


‘The punishment of the Hereafter is mentioned before the punishment in this 


world, because it is more severe and more lasting. Thus it is the real punish- 
ment, a severe and everlasting punishment that will seize the transgressors 


and sinners. 
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Unit 2: Surat an-Nazi‘aat E] 


Activities 


o Derive the following from this Quranic passage: 


a. Lessons for da'wah from the way in which Musa sé addressed Pharaoh. 


b. The reason why the punishment of the Hereafter is mentioned before the 
punishment in this world in the verse: {So Allah seized him in exemplary punishment 


in the hereafter and in this life}. 


[^] Explain the meaning of the following words: sacred; turned his back; gathered 
[his people]. 
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Allah Xe says: {Are you a more difficult creation or is the heaven? Allah constructed it. He raised 
its ceiling and proportioned it, And He darkened its night and extracted its brightness, And after 
that He spread the earth. He extracted from it its water and its pasture. And the mountains He set 


firmly, As provision for you and your grazing livestock } [an-Nazi'aat 79:27-33]. 
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{Are you a more difficult creation or is the heaven? Allah constructed it}. That is, is recreating 
you after death more difficult than creating the heaven? 


What is meant is: the One Who is able to create the heaven is also able to re-create you 


after death. 
(Allah constructed it} means: Allah $e raised it above you like a structure or firmament. 


(He raised its ceiling} that is, He built it high. 


(translated here as “ceiling”) means raising something in an open 


space, whether what is raised is connected to the earth or not. 


Connecting the verb rafa'a to the object (samk), the name of which 


also refers to raising, is done by way of emphasizing the action of raising 


{and proportioned it} He created it appropriately, with no imperfections, cracks or gaps. 


Unit 2: Surat an-Nazi‘aat 


{And He darkened its night} that is, He made its night dark by causing the sun to set. 

{and extracted its brightness} that is, He made its day obvious and visible. Day is referred to 
as duha (lit. forenoon) because it is the best time of the day. 

(And after that He spread the earth) that is, after creating the heavens, He spread out the 
earth. 

‘The word translated here as “spread” refers to smoothing out and levelling something. 
(He extracted from it its water and its pasture] that is, He caused springs of water to burst 
forth from the earth, and caused grass and vegetation to grow on it. 

(And the mountains He set firmly} that is, He fixed them firmly in the earth. 

{As provision for you and your grazing livestock} that is, to benefit you. 

‘The word mataa (translated here as “provision”) refers to something that one benefits 
from for a while. It has the meaning of a defined time limit. What is meant in this verse 
is granting something to benefit from for a while. 


silat indicates that the heaven was created after the 


earth. Allah e says 


[Fussilat 41:9-11), whereas in this surah, He 


However, there is no contradiction between the v 


because the creation of the earth itself came before the creation of 


the heaven itself, then after creating the heaven, Allah e spread 


out the earth and levelled it. Thus the earth was created first, then 


t 


The Book of Quranic Exegesis (Tafsir) (2) 


Activities 


(1) Imagine that you are defending Allah’s religion: 
a. You are debating with someone who denies the Resurrection. What are the 
things that you will quote as evidence that people will be resurrected on the Day of 
Resurrection? 


b. You are debating with someone who casts aspersions on the Quran by saying 
that there are contradictions in it. So he says that Surat Fussilat says that the 
heaven was created after the earth, and Surat an-Nazi'aat says the opposite. How 
will you explain to him that he is mistaken? 


(2) Draw a line from each word or phrase in List A to that which matches it in List B: 


(A) (B) 
its ceiling made dark 
darkened made firm 
spread it its structure 
set firmly spread out 
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Allah jeg says: (But when there comes the greatest Overwhelming Calamity, The Day when 
man will remember that for which he strove, And Hellfire will be exposed for [all] those who see, 
So as for he who transgressed And preferred the life of the world Then indeed, Hellfire will be [his] 
refuge. But as for he who feared standing before his Lord and prevented the soul from [unlawful] 


inclination, Then indeed, Paradise will be [his] refuge) (an-Naztsax 79:34-41]. 


aa Commentary 


(But when there comes the greatest Overwhelming Calamity}. at-Taammah (translated here 
as “the Overwhelming Calamity”) is one of the names of the Day of Resurrection. 


refers to an event or incident that is overwhelming (tatimm). It is taken from 


the phrase tamma al-maa, which refers to water when it covers things. Thus it is describ- 


ing the extreme hardship and horror of that Day, for such words are only used to refer to 


the most terrifying incidents. 


[greatest] — this serves to emphasize how terrible it will be, for this is the clearest way to 
express what will accompany this event of terrifying matters. 

{The Day when man will remember that for which he strove} that is, he will remember what 
he did of good and evil. 

(And Hellfire will be exposed for [all] those who see} that is, Hell will be brought forth so 
that people can see it with their own eyes. 

(So as for he who transgressed And preferred the life of the world}, that is, the one who over- 
stepped the mark in misguidance and evildoing, preferred the life of this world and gave 


it precedence over the matter of his religion and his Hereafter. 


The Book of Quranic Exegesis (Tafsir) (2) 


Commentary 


{Then indeed, Hellfire will be [his] refuge} that is, his ultimate destination will be the Fire. 


‘The word translated here as “refuge” refers to the place to which one returns and settles. 


(But as for he who feared standing before his Lord and prevented the soul from [unlawful] 
inclination, Then indeed, Paradise will be [his] refuge} that is, for the one who dreaded his 
standing before Allah e, and as a result of that dread he forbade himself to follow 
whims and desires and pleasures — his ultimate destination will be Paradise. 


H 
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(translated above as "[unlawful] inclinations") is 


inclination in a general sense. Then the word began to be used to refer to inclination towards 


desires. It is called thus because it throws down (yahwi) the individual into a great deal of 


trouble in this world, and in the Hereafter it will lead him to al-hawiyah (the pit of Hell) 


What we learn from the verses: 


In the verse , this indicates that 
all the believers and disbelievers will see it. As for the believer, he will see it and 
appreciate the extent of the blessing that has been bestowed upon him; as for the 


disbeliever, he will see it, so that he will fear it before he is admitted to it. 


. Here Allah ee mentions together in one place fear of standing before 
Him 4f and forbidding oneself to follow [unlawful] inclinations. That is because 


fear of Allah is the strongest protection that resists the powerful pull of desires. It is 


very rare for anything to be more effective in repelling whims and desires than the 


fear of standing before Allah. For that reason, the Quran mentions them together in 


one verse. 
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Unit 2: Surat an-Nazi‘aat 


B Activities 


o "This surah mentions transgression twice. Quote those two places and identify 
the connection between them. 


(2) What is the reason: 


@wy the Day of Resurrection is called at-Taammah (the Overwhelming 
Calamity)? 


Qv» are fear of the standing before Allah and restraining the self from 
following [unlawful] inclinations mentioned together in the same place? 
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Allah $e says: {They ask you, [O Muhammad], about the Hour: when is its arrival? In what 
[position] are you that you should mention it? To your Lord is its finality. You are only a warner for 
those who fear it. It will be, on the Day they see it, as though they had not remained [in the world] 


except for an afternoon or a morning thereof } (an-Nazisat 79:42-46]. 


Lasy Commentary 


{They ask you, [O Muhammad], about the Hour: when is its arrival?} That is, when will it 


happen? What is meant is: when will the Hour begin? 
‘The word mursaahaa (translated above as “its arrival”) is derived from the verb arsa, 


which refers to a ship dropping anchor off the coast. 


[In what [position] are you that you should mention it?) That is, you have no knowledge of 
it at all. 


Unit 2: Surat an-Nazi‘aat 


Commentary 


| 


‘This was narrated in as-Sahihayn, in the hadith of Jibreel, when he asked the Prophet 
Asset about the Hour, and he 4zietfe said: «The one who is asked about it does not 
know more than the one who is asking.» 

If Jibreel, who was the most knowledgeable of the angels, and the Prophet, who was the 
most knowledgeable of all humans about the revelation of Allah, did not know when 
the Hour would begin, then what do you think of those who have less knowledge than 
them? 

[To your Lord is its finality} that is, knowledge of it belongs only to Allah £z, and no one 
else has any knowledge of it. 

[You are only a warner for those who fear it} that is, you have only been sent, O Prophet, to 


warn of the Hour; you have not been sent to tell people when it will happen. 
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{as though they had not remained [in the world] except for an afternoon or a morning thereof } 
that is, when they rise from their graves for the gathering, they will think that the du- 
ration of the life of this world was so short that it was as if, in their view, it was no more 


than an afternoon or a morning of a single day. 


refers to the 
time between noon and the setting of the sun 


time between sunrise and midday 


sssessososssosessseoosessosscossossosoes 


The Book of Quranic Exegesis (Tafsir) (2) 


f fj What we learn from the verses: 
i“ 


Because of the interests served by withholding knowledge of when the Day 
of Resurrection will come, Allah Jeg has withheld knowledge of when it will 
occur, so that people will strive hard in doing good deeds, fearing and wor- 


rying that the Day of Resurrection may come upon them at any moment. 


‘The fact that the warning mentioned in the verse {You are only a warner 


Jor those who fear it} is addressed specifically to those who fear it, does not 
mean that the Prophet Acai did not warn those who did not fear it. 
Rather what is meantis that those who will benefit from the warning are 
only those who fear Allah £z. As for those who do not fear Him, they 


will not benefit from this warning or from other signs in most cases. 


‘The verses point to the insignificance of this world, for it is no 
more than an afternoon or the morning thereof; itis short, tem- 
porary and transient, and will end in a very short time. Therefore 
it is not appropriate, for one who has reason, to neglect the life 
of the Hereafter for the sake of a mere afternoon or morning, or 
to lose Paradise for the sake of a transient desire. 


Lesson 12 


Unit 2: Surat an-Nazi‘aat 


B Activities 


(1) Fill in the blanks: 
"AfternooDt m.s aris roped nie esse ok asc erte CO APA RE Robe BUR cava ac Lo eC 


Morning . 


[?) What do we learn from the fact that the word mursaahaa (its arrival) is used to 


refer to the onset of the Day of Resurrection. 


o Whatis the reason for: 


a. Withholding knowledge from people of when the Day of Resurrection will begin? 


b. Describing the warning as being specifically for those who fear Allah $e, in the 


words [You are only a warner for those who fear it}? 
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PEE. In this unit we will study 
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Allah je says: {The Prophet frowned and turned away Because there came to him the blind 
man, [interrupting]. But what would make you perceive, [O Muhammad], that perhaps he might 
be purified Or be reminded and the remembrance would benefit him? As for he who thinks himself 
without need, To him you give attention. And not upon you [is any blame] if he will not be purified. 
But as for he who came to you striving [for knowledge], While he fears [Allah], From him you are 
distracted} [Abasa 80:1-10]. 


n5 The reason for revelation 


Tt was narrated that Aisha qas said: The words {He [i.v., the Prophet] frowned and turned 
away) were revealed concerning Ibn Umm Maktum, the blind man zai. He came to the 
Messenger of Allah Acssesii{> and started saying: O Messenger of Allah, guide me. But 
with the Messenger of Allah there was one of the prominent figures among the polythe- 
ists, so the Messenger of Allah kept turning away from him [Ibn Umm Maktum] and to- 
wards the other man, saying: «Do you see anything wrong with what I am telling you?» 


and [the other man] kept saying: No. It was concerning this that this surah was revealed. 
Narrated by at-Tirmidhi; classed as sahih by al-Albani. 
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{The Prophet frowned and turned away, Because there came to him the blind man, [i interrupt- 
ing]}. A frown appeared on the face of the Prophet Js% and he turned away from 
the blind man who was asking him questions, because the blind man came to him to ask 
him about some matters, when the Prophet Jefe was preoccupied calling the leaders 
of Quraysh to Islam. 

‘The blind man was the great Sahabi Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum zzi. 


Allah jg did not address the Prophet Asasi directly; rather He spoke 
of him in the third person {The Prophet frowned and turned away}. This was 


an indication from Allah jeg that He did not want to address the rebuke 


ctly to His Prophet and His Beloved Asus}, out of compassion and 


mercy towards him, and by way of honouring him. 


[ 4 & Allah referred to the Sahabi as "the blind man" and did not mention him by 


name for two reasons: 


o soften the Prophet's heart towards this blind man 


| 
To point out that the blind man had an excuse for interrupting the Prophet 
| 
| 


he was speaking to the prominent figures; the fact that he was 


him. 


Lesson 13 i 
‘Then after speaking of the Prophet 123r in the third person, Allah begins to ad- 
dress him directly, in the second person, so as to show the Prophet 1, that He is 


now speaking directly to him, after referring to him implicitly. So He says, addressing 
him directly: 

(But what would make you perceive, [O Muhammad], that perhaps he might be purified} that 
is, how do you know, O Muhammad, perhaps this blind man could be purified and 
cleansed of his sins by learning from your answers to what he came to ask you about? 
[Or be reminded and the remembrance would benefit him?) That is, how do you know, 


perhaps he would learn and benefit from your reminding him of Allah Jeg? 
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{As for he who thinks himself without need, To him you give attention] that is, will you focus your 
attention on seeking out those who have no interest in your message and turn away from it? 
{And not upon you [is any blame] if he will not be purified} that is, what harm will it do you if 
these polytheists whom you are so keen to guide do not purify themselves and cleanse their 
souls? There is no blame on you, because all that is required of you is to convey the message. 
{But as for he who came to you striving [for knowledge} that is, as for this man who came to you 
eager and keen to listen to you and learn from you, 

{While he fears [Allah]} lest he fall short in his efforts to learn about his religion, 


{From him you are distracted} that is, you are preoccupied with someone else and ignore him. 
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Th lerived a principle from these 


So you should not turn away from one who has already become Muslim for 


the sake of someone who may or may not become Muslim and enter the faith 


The point of these verses is not that it is not allowed to seek 


those who are not interested in religion and call them to Is! 


rather the point is that we should not be distracted and turn away 


from those who are interested 


The Book of Quranic Exegesis (Tafsir) (2) 


In these verses, 


Allah is alerting 
callers and ning them 
that they should not give prece- 
dence, when calling people to Allah, 


f their close kinship. Rather people 


should b. the same to them, 
rich or poor, old or young, rel- 
We At the begin- 
ning of the surah, {The 


Prophet frowned and turned 
away, Because there came to him the 
blind man}, there are three phrases in 
which Allah does not address the Prophet 
Acjseti{l directly, by way of show- 
ing kindness to him. Rather He 
speaks in the third person here, 
because this is a rebuke. 
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Unit 3: Surat Abasa E 


e Activities 


(1) The scholars say that Allah Xe spoke of the Prophet ize in the third 
person in the phrase (The Prophet frowned and turned away} so as not to address 
the rebuke directly to him. Why does the wording shift to the second person in 
the following verses? 


(2) How can you quote these verses as evidence to prove that Allah loves the Prophet 12,242? 
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Allah je says: (No! Indeed, they [i.e., these verses] are a reminder; So whoever wills may re- 
member it. [It is recorded] in honored sheets, Exalted and purified, [Carried] by the hands of mes- 
senger-angels, Noble and dutiful. Cursed is man; how disbelieving is be. From what thing [i.e., 
substance] did He create him? From a sperm-drop He created him and ordained his development. 
Then He eased the way for him; Then He causes his death and provides a grave for him. Then when 
He wills, He will resurrect him. No! Man has not yet accomplished what He commanded him } 
[Abasa 80:11-23]. 


Lesy Commentary 


{No!} That is, the matter should not have been as you did, O noble Messenger, when you 
frowned at the one who came to you, striving in pursuit of knowledge, and you let your- 
self be distracted from him in your paying attention to one who thought himself without 
need. 

[ndeed, these verses are a reminder} that is, what is mentioned in this surah is an exhortation 
and a reminder. 

[So whoever wills may remember it}. So whoever among the slaves of Allah wants to re- 
member Allah J, he will remember Him. 

(lIt is recorded] in honored sheets] that is, this surah and this reminder is recorded in respect- 
ed, venerated pages. 

{Exalted and purified} held in high esteem, purified from any impurity, and free of any 


addition or subtraction. 
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{/Carried] by the hands of messenger-angels} — they are the recording angels, the emissaries 


between Allah and His creation. 


‘The reason why the 
sal ranslated above as “mes- 


sone of two things: 
Or the word is the plural of ; which means 
an emissary or intermediary. They are so called because they 


are the intermediaries between Allah j£ and His creation. 


[Noble and dutiful] that is, their attitude, manners and deeds are righteous, pure and 


perfect. 


is man; how disbelieving is he}. This is expressing astonishment at man's disbelieving Allah 
Who created him and perfected his creation. In other words, the disbeliever is cursed, 
for how great is his disbelief, despite the abundant blessings and kindness that Allah xz 
bestows on him. 

[From what substance did He create him?}. This is a question which is intended to alert man 
to reflect on how his creation began, and from what substance Allah 4g created him. 
It is a rebuke to man for his arrogance and stubbornness in refusing to obey his Lord. 
[From a sperm-drop He created him and ordained his development) that is, his creation began 
from a sperm drop, namely semen, then Allah decreed that he should go through stages, 
in the first of which he starts out as a sperm-drop (nutfah), then a clinging clot (alaqah), 
then a chewed lump of flesh (mudghah) and so on. 


aid: The Messenger of Allah 


Al-Bukhari and Muslim narrated that Ibn Mas'ud « 


who was the one who spoke the truth and was believed, told us 


EJ The Book of Quranic Exegesis (Tafsir) (2) 


(EB) Commentary 


{Then He eased the way for him]. Then after he emerged from his mother’s womb, Allah 
Jes made clear for him the path of good and evil. This is like the verse in which Allah 
Jé says: (Indeed, We guided him to the way, be he grateful or be be ungratefil} (al-Insan 763]. 


{Then He causes his death and provides a grave for bim]. 
Then after that, Allah {f causes him to die and 
provides for him a place to be buried in. 
In other words, He makes him an occupant. )) 


p 


of a grave. 

(Then when He wills, He will resurrect bim]. 
‘Then He will resurrect him on the Day of Res- 
urrection from his grave, for the reckoning and 
the requital. 

‘The reason why Allah said {Then when He wills} in this verse is that the disbelievers used 
to say: Why has Allah not yet resurrected the dead from their graves for the reckoning 
and the requital? So here Allah jg explains that the delay of the Resurrection is con- 
nected to His will and decree. 

{No! Man has not yet accomplished what He commanded him}. The word kallaa (translated 
here as “No!”) is by way of rebuke. In other words, it is not as the disbeliever says, that he 
has fulfilled his duty towards Allah. Rather man has not accomplished or fulfilled what 
Allah has enjoined upon him of obligatory duties. 
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o The scholars derived a fiqhi ruling from the verse, {Then He causes his death and 
provides a grave for bim]. What is that ruling? 


o Putnextto each ofthe following phrases a verse that matches it, taken from this 
passage. 


Man has freedom of choice and is not compelled to do what he does 


How can a man who came out from the same place that urine 


comes out from be arrogant? 


Islam grants man honour that is not granted to other animals. | 
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Allah Sg says: {Then let man look at his food — How We poured down water in torrents, Then 
We broke open the earth, splitting [it with sprouts], And caused to grow within it grain. And grapes 
and herbage. And olive and palm trees. And gardens of dense shrubbery. And fruit and grass — [As] 


enjoyment for you and your grazing livestock} [Abasa 80:24-32]. 


[223 Commentary 


{Then let man look at his food]. Here Allah Xe instructs man to look at his food which 
sustains him, and to reflect upon its origin, how it reaches him, how he eats it, and so on, 
so that through this thinking, reflection and pondering he may come to know Allah x, 
and worship Him as He should be worshipped. 

{How We poured down water in torrents} that is, Allah fg begins the process of producing 
humanity’s food by sending down rain from the sky in abundance. 

{Then We broke open the earth, splitting [it with sprouts]} that is, We split it with the vege- 
tation that emerges from it because of the sending down of rain. 

[And caused to grow within it grain} then after the earth has been split, grain begins to grow. 
‘This refers to all types of grain that the earth produces, such as wheat, barley and so on. 
(And grapes and herbage} the word qadb (translated here as “herbage”) refers to fodder 
for animals. It is called qadb because it is given to animals when it is still fresh, and they 
chew it (tuqdab) in order to break it down. 

{And olive and palm trees]. Allah e mentions the palm tree, and does not just mention its 
fruit, because palm trees bring many benefits. The Arabs used to eat the dates as food, and 
use the date stones as food for camels; they used to make use of the wood and leaves in 
building houses and roofs, and making vessels; and they used the palm fibers to make ropes. 
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[221 Commentary 


(And gardens of dense shrubbery}. The word translated here as “garden” refers to a garden 
that is enclosed by a wall. 

A "garden of dense shrubbery” is a garden of thickly growing shrubs or tall trees. 

(And fruit and grass]. Fruits (fakihah) are crops that are eaten for pleasure (tafakkuh), not 
for basic sustenance, such as dates, grapes, pomegranates and almonds. 

"Ihe word translated here as "grass" refers to plants that animals eat, such as grasses and 
so on. 

(/As] enjoyment for you and your grazing livestock} that is, We cause these things that hu- 
mans eat to grow as enjoyment for you, O people, so that you may benefit from them 
and find pleasure in them. And We cause grasses and other plants to grow as enjoyment 


for your livestock to eat and benefit from. 


H 
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Lesson 16 


f Activities 


[1] Write a brief summary in which you speak of the ways in which foods are 
described, according to what is said in these verses. 


o Drawaline from each word or phrase in List A to that which matches it in List B: 


Herbage Garden surrounded by a wall 

Gardens A garden of thickly growing shrubs or tall trees 
Gardens of dense shrubbery Grasses and plants that animals eat 

Grains Fodder for animals 
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Allah Jee says: (But when there comes the Deafening Blast On the Day a man will flee from his 
brother. And his mother and his father. And his wife and his children, For every man, that Day, 
will be a matter adequate for him. [Some] faces, that Day, will be bright — Laughing, rejoicing at 
good news. And [other] faces, that Day, will have upon them dust. Blackness will cover them. Those 
are the disbelievers, the wicked ones] [Abasa 80:33-42]. 


(EB) Commentary 


[But when there comes the Deafening Blast}, which is the blast of the Trumpet on the Day 
of Resurrection. The word as-saakhkhah (translated above as “the Deafening Blast”) 
comes from the word saakha, which means to listen to someone. 

And it was said that it is so called because it deafens (tasukhkh); in other words, its 
sound will overwhelm people's hearing to the point that it almost deafens them. 

And it was said that as-Saakhkhah is one of the names of the Day of Resurrection. 

[On the Day a man will flee from his brother}. This is a description of the Day of Resurrec- 
tion, on which a man will flee from his relatives. 

(And his mother and his father, And his wife and his children}. The words translated here as 


“mother” and "father" refer to one’s immediate parents and also grandparents. 


[For every man, that Day, will be a matter adequate for him}. On the Day of Resurrection, 


each person will have something that will preoccupy him and prevent him from paying 


attention to anyone else. 
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aid: O 


id: «The matter 


will be too overwhelming for anyone to worry about that.» 


[[Some] faces, that Day, will be bright} that is, the faces of the people of Paradise will be 
shining and glowing on the Day of Resurrection. 

"Ihe same verb in Arabic is used to refer to a person's face when he looks good, and to the 
dawn when it glows brightly. 

(Laughing, rejoicing at good news} that is, laughing with joy at what Allah has given them 
of delights and honour, rejoicing at the increase of these blessings. 

{And [other] faces, that Day, will have upon them dust} that is, the faces of the people of Hell 
will be dark and gloomy. 

(Blackness will cover them} that is, their faces will be covered with humiliation. 

[Those are the dishelievers, the wicked ones}. That is, those who are described in this manner 
are the ones who disbelieved in the signs of Allah £e in this world, and they did evil 


and transgressed. 


What we learn from the verses 


LA Someone may say: Isn't saying "Ihe Day man will flee from his 
relatives” more concise than saying {On the Day a man will flee 
from his brother And his mother and his father And his wife and his 
children}? So why is there this elaboration? 

‘The answer is: elaboration in this context is more alarming to 


the reader, as it enables him to imagine this terrifying situation. 
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Lesson 17 


(1) {On the Day a man will flee from his brother, And his mother and his father, And his wife 
and his children}. In this verse there are three eloquent and subtle points. Discuss 
them briefly. 


(2) At the end of Surat an-Naziʻaat, the people of Hell are mentioned before 
the people of Paradise. At the end of Surat Abasa, the people of Paradise are 
mentioned before the people of Hell. Reflect on the two surahs and work out 
the reason why the people of Hell are mentioned first in the previous surah and 
the people of Paradise are mentioned first here. 
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Allah X says: {When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars fall, dispersing. 
And when the mountains are removed. And when full-term she-camels are neglected. And when the 
wild beasts are gathered. And when the seas are filled with flames. And when the souls are paired. 
And when the girl [who was] buried alive is asked. For what sin she was killed. And when the pages 
are made public. And when the sky is stripped away. And when Hellfire is set ablaze. And when 
Paradise is brought near, A soul will [then] know what it has brought [with it]} {at-Takweer 81:1-14]. 


“wy 


At-Tirmidhi narrated, in a report that he classed as hasan, that Ibn Umar waits said: The 
Messenger of Allah Acss‘eaii said: «Whoever would like to see the Day of Resurrection 
as if seeing it with his own eyes, let him read: {When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]} 
[Surat at-Takweer], {When the sky breaks apart} (Surat a-Infitar] and {When the sky has split [open]] (Surat 
aL-Inshiqaq] 
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{When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]}. The word translated here as “wrapped up” (tak- 
weer) refers to putting the parts of a thing together, such as wrapping a turban around the 
head. Thus, parts of the sun will be put together and wrapped up, and once it is wrapped 
up, its light will disappear. 

What is meant is that the sun will undergo a change and its light will vanish. 

(And when the stars fall, dispersing} that is, when they are scattered, fall and change. 

(And when the mountains are removed) that is, on that Day, Allah will cause the mountains to be 
removed from the face of the earth, so they will become like a mirage, and like scattered dust. 
{And when heavily pregnant she-camels are neglected}. The word translated here as “heavily 
pregnant she-camels” refers to she-camels that have completed ten months of pregnancy. 
What is meant by neglecting them is that they will be ignored and no attention will be 
paid to them. 

‘The majority of the Arabs’ wealth, and that which was most precious, was camels, and the 
most valuable of that wealth, for which they would compete, was she-camels in the tenth 
month of pregnancy. 

But on that Day, people will neglect this precious wealth because of the immense terror 
they will face. 

‘The point of this idea which is presented in the Quran is to highlight the fact that people 
will be distracted from their wealth by the terror of that momentous Day. 

{And when the wild beasts are gathered} that is, when the wild animals are gathered so that 


Allah might settle the scores among them. 


(And when the seas are filled with flames} that is, when the seas are set alight, and despite 
their vastness will become burning fire. 

It was also said that what is meant by sujjirat (translated above as “are filled with flames") is that 
their water will disappear, be absorbed into the earth and will dry up, so nota single drop will remain. 
(Ane when the souls are paired] that is, each person who did a good deed will be paired with his 
counterpart, and those who love one another for the sake of Allah will be paired in Paradise, 
and those who love one another in doing that which pleases the Shaytan will be paired in Hell, 
as Allah jeg says elsewhere: [And you become [of] three kinds) paWagish ser7], that is, of three types. 


Unit 4: Surat at-Takweer 


[25] Commentary 


{And when the girl [who was] buried alive is asked]. This refers to the female infant who was 
buried alive; on that Day she will be asked about the reason why she was killed. 


She is described as maw'oodah (translated above as “buried alive”) because of what was 
thrown onto her of soil, so that it suffocated her (yaooduha); in other words, it weighed 


heavily upon her until she died. 


{For what sin she was killed] — what was the sin for which the one who buried her alive killed 
her? 


‘The question will be addressed to the one who was buried alive, and not to her 
killer, to indicate that the killer is subject to the utmost divine wrath, to the point 


that he does not even deserve to be addressed directly and questioned about that. 


{And when the pages are made public} that is, when the pages containing the records of peo- 
ple’s deeds are presented to people, with all that they contain of good and bad deeds. 


{And when the sky is stripped away} that is, when it is pulled off and removed from its place. 


‘The word translated here as “stripped away” refers to something that is stuck firmly and is 
pulled off forcefully. So the sky will be stripped away as the skin is stripped away from the 


ram (after slaughter). 
(And when Hellfire is set ablaze} that is, when the fire of Hell is stoked and will heat up. 


(And when Paradise is brought near}; it will be brought close to its people, the righteous. This 
is like the verse in which Allah $e says: (And Paradise will be brought near to the righteous, 


not far] (Qat 50:31}. 


(A soul will [then] know what it has brought [with it]]. When all of the above comes to pass, 
each soul will know what it sent forth of deeds in this world, whether it did good that will 
lead it to Paradise, or it did evil that will lead it to Hell. 
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f A! What we learn from the verses 
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Every deed that you did, words or actions, is written down 
and recorded in documents by the trustworthy hands of the 
noble s who know what you do. Then when the Day 
of Resurrection come; Allah Seg says in His Book: {And 
[for] every person We have fastened his deeds to his neck and We 


will produce for him on the Day of Resurrection a record which 


ill encounter spread open. [Tt will be said], "Read your re- 


icient is yourself against you this Day as a reckoner”} 


[al-Isra 17:13-14), 


Lesson 18 


Unit 4: Surat at-Takweer r 


(5 Activities 


o In the table below, put next to each verse taken from the passage quoted above 
another verse that is similar to it, from a different surah: 


{And when the mountains are removed) 


{And when the souls are paired} 


[And when the pages are made public} 
{And when Paradise is brought near} 
{A soul will [then] know what it has brought [with it]] 


(2) Draw a line from each word or phrase in List A to that which matches it in List B: 


(A) (B) 
wrapped up [in darkness] mid 
sectas cus 
are neglected is wound around 
are gathered. are scattered and fall 
are filled with flames are brought together 
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Allah $e says: {So I swear by the retreating stars, Those that run [their courses] and disappear, 
And by the night as it closes in, And by the dawn when it breathes, [That] indeed, the Qur'an 
is a word [conveyed by] a noble messenger, [Who is] possessed of power and with the Owner 
of the Throne, secure [in position], Obeyed there and trustworthy. And your companion is not 
[at all] mad, And he has already seen Gabriel in the clear horizon. And Muhammad is not a 
withholder of [knowledge of] the unseen, And the Qur'an is not the word of an accursed devil. 
So where are you going? It is not except a reminder to the worlds, For whoever wills among 
you to take a right course. And you do not will except that Allah wills - Lord of the worlds} 
[at-Takweer 81:15-29]. 


(So I swear by the retreating stars}. The word laa (lit. not; it is not translated here) is used 
for emphasis in this verse. 
‘The word translated as “the retreating stars” refers to the stars whose light is hidden by day. 


are the stars that are hidden in their constellations. 
(And by the night as it closes in}. Here Allah e swears by the night when it comes with 
its darkness and when it goes. 


: 
: (Those that run [their courses] and disappear}. This refers to the stars; those that disappear 


The Arabs say 


when there is nothing left of the night but a little. 


(And by the dawn when it breathes}. This is an oath by the dawn, when its light first begins 
to appear. 
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{[That] indeed, the Qur'an is a word [conveyed by] a noble messenger} This is the matter that 
is attested to by the oath. 

‘The noble messenger is Jibreel pace. 

In other words, this Quran is something that was conveyed by a noble messenger, name- 
ly Jibreel tue, who conveyed it from the Lord of Glory to our Prophet Muhammad 
[[ Who is] possessed of power and with the Owner of the Throne, secure [in position]}. He is 
possessed of power in carrying out what Allah commands him to do. One example of his 
power is that he turned the city of the people of Lut upside down and destroyed them. 
And he also possesses high status before the Owner of the Throne, namely Allah Sg. 
[Obeyed there and trustworthy}. The word "there" refers to the heavens. 

In other words, the angels there in heaven obey him, and he is trustworthy and entrusted 
with the revelation which he brings down. 

{And your companion is not [at all] mad}. Muhammad Jai is not a madman, and this 
Quran that he brought is not the gibberish of one who is insane. 

[And he has already seen Gabriel}. Muhammad ai saw Jibreel in his true form in 
which Allah created him, with six hundred wings. He filled the entire horizon, as is 


mentioned in as-Sahihayn and elsewhere. 


{in the clear horizon} that is, in the direction where the sun rises, towards the east, because 
when the sun rises from this direction, it is clear and things can be seen clearly in its 


direction. 


In Sahih Muslim, it is narrated that Aisha ; said: I was the first of this ummah to 


ask the M f Allah ize: bout that — meaning this seeing that is mentioned 


in this verse — and he said: 
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(And Muhammad is not a withholder of [knowledge of] the unseen}. What is meant by the 
unseen here is the revelation and the Quran. 

‘The word daneen, translated here as “withholder” refers to one who is miserly or stingy. 
"Ihe phrase danantu bi'sh-shay means: I withheld the thing out of stinginess. 

In other words, Muhammad iz&£ifj» does not withhold the revelation and fail to con- 
vey it to the people. 

[And the Qur'an is not the word of an accursed devil]. 

‘The word rajeem (translated here as “accursed”) refers to one who is cursed and cast out 
from the mercy of Allah. 

What is meant is, the Quran is not the word of one of the devils who eavesdrop on the 
heavens and are struck by meteors; rather it is the word and the revelation of the Lord 
of the Worlds. 

[So where are you going?} That is, where are you going and drifting away from the Book 
of Allah Sg and from obedience to Him, when there is definitive proof that it is true? 
{lt is not except a reminder to the worlds} — the pronoun "it" refers to the Quran. 

In other words, the Quran is but an exhortation from Allah J to all the people, to 
whom Muhammad {ssf was sent. 

{For whoever wills among you to take a right course} that is, to follow the truth. 

After explaining in the previous verse that this Quran is an exhortation and a reminder 
to all the worlds, in this verse Allah J explains that the reminder and the revelation 
cannot in fact benefit any but those who want to take a right course and steadfastly fol- 
low the path of truth. As for the one who turns away, this Quran is of no benefit to him 
so long as he is turning away from it. 

(And you do not will except that Allah wills - Lord of the worlds} that is, you will not be able 


to adhere to the truth except after Allah &£e wills that for you. 


Unit 4: Surat at-Takweer 


uj What we learn from the verses: 


— OO 


Allah Xe did not refer to Himself by name; rather He referred to Him- 
self as the Owner of the Throne, in the context of speaking about Jibreel, 
so as to give a likeness of Jibreel and his position before Allah as that of 
a vizier who is always carrying out the commands of the King, and he 
occupies an honourable position before Him. 


Lesson 19 


V1") The Book of Quranic Exegesis (Tafsir) (2) 


(1) Mention the attributes of Jibreel Jaký that are referred to in these verses. 


e “The bearer of the Quran should be a person of noble character, trustworthy, far 
removed from immature and foolish behaviour, strong in his adherence to the 
Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Prophet 12i." Where do you see this 


meaning in this passage? 


Unit 4: Surat at-Takweer |o 
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Allah jefe says: {When the sky breaks apart. And when the stars fall, scattering, And when the 
seas are erupted. And when the graves are overturned, A soul will [then] know what it has put 
forth and kept back . O mankind, what has deceived you concerning your Lord, the Generous, Who 


created you, proportioned you, and balanced you? In whatever form He willed has He assembled 
you} [al-Infitar 82:1-8). 


A 

Tt was narrated that Ibn Umar &£ said: The Messenger of Allah ize said: «Who- 
ever would like to see the Day of Resurrection as if seeing it with his own eyes, let him 
read: {When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]} (Surat at-Takweer], {When the sky breaks apart] 


[Surat al-Infitar] and {When the sky has split [open]] (Surat al-Inshiqaq].» Narrated by at-Tirmidhi; classed as sahih 
byal-Albani. 


Vi) The Book of Quranic Exegesis (Tafsir) (2) 
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{When the sky breaks apart] breaking apart means splitting. This is like the verse in which 
Allah says: {And [mention] the Day when the heaven will split open with [emerging] clouds, and 
the angels will be sent down in successive descent} {al-Furqan 2525]. 

(And when the stars fall, scattering]. They will fall, scattered and dispersed. 

{And when the seas are erupted}. Allah will cause them to burst forth onto one another, mix- 
ing the freshwater with the saltwater. 

[And when the graves are overturned} that is, turned upside down. 

(A soul will [then] know what it has put forth and kept back) that is, at that time, when these 
momentous events unfold, deeds will be presented, and each soul will know what it put 
forth and kept back, whereas in this world it had forgotten. 

So each person will be informed about all that he did, as Allah gg says elsewhere: [Man 
will be informed that Day of what he sent ahead and kept back} (at-Qiyamah 7513]. 

{O mankind, what has deceived you concerning your Lord, the Generous?}. This is addressed to 
sinners: what caused you to be deceived about your Lord, so that you committed sins? 
Allah describes Himself as generous in this context, so as to draw attention to the fact that 


no one should respond to the Most Generous by committing evil and immoral deeds. 


lah, ] 


vhat has deceived you concerning 


{Who created you, proportioned you, and balanced you} that is, He made you in proportion, 
standing upright, in the best shape. 

[In whatever form He willed has He assembled you] that is, He has made you in the form that 
He Jeg willed. Thus some people resemble their fathers, or their mothers, or their maternal 
uncles, or their paternal uncles, and so on. Some people are good-looking, some are ugly, 


some are white, and some are black. 


Unit 5: Surat al-Infitar 


LA What we learn from the verses: 


Lesson 20 


B Activities 


o Explain the events of the Day of Resurrection in the light of what you have read 


in these verses. 


o What is the reason why the verse describes Allah jc£ as generous, in the context 
of the verses quoted above? 


o For each verse of the passage quoted above, quote a similar verse from the 
Quran. 
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Allah jc says: {No! But you deny the Recompense. And indeed, [appointed] over you are keepers, 
Noble and recording. They know whatever you do. Indeed, the righteous will be in pleasure, And 
indeed, the wicked will be in Hellfire. They will [enter to] burn therein on the Day of Recom- 
pense,And never therefrom will they be absent. And what can make you know what is the Day of 
Recompense? Then, what can make you know what is the Day of Recompense? It is the Day when a 
soul will not possess for another soul [power to do] a thing; and the command, that Day, is [entirely] 
with Allah } {al-tnfitar 82:9-19]. 


Leay Commentary 


{No! But you deny the Recompense}. No, the matter is not as you say, O disbelievers, that you 
are following the truth when you worship anyone or anything other than Allah. In fact, you 
deny the Day of the reckoning and the requital. 

(And indeed, [appointed] over you are keepers}. They are the angels who record your deeds. 
{Noble and recording}. This refers to the angels who are honourable before Allah xz, who 
write down the deeds that you do, compiling those deeds and listing them in your record. 
{They know whatever you do}, so nothing of your deeds is hidden from them. 

(Indeed, the righteous will be in pleasure}. The righteous are the ones who carry out the oblig- 
atory duties enjoined by Allah, and avoid disobeying Him. They will be in pleasure in this 
world, meaning that they will find pleasure in remembering Allah, and they will enjoy bliss 
in al-barzakh and enjoy bliss in the Hereafter, in Paradise. 


Unit 5: Surat al-Infitar 


E Commentary 


[And indeed, the wicked will be in Hellfire} that is, those who commit evil will live in a kind 
of hell in this world, as their hearts will feel pain and anxiety due to being far away from 
Allah Xe. They will suffer torment in al-barzakh and in Hell in the Hereafter. 


{They will [enter to] burn therein on the Day of Recompense}. These evildoers will enter Hell on 
the Day of Recompense, the Day of Judgement, and will burn therein. 


(And never therefrom will they be absent]. These evildoers will never be absent from the 
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torment of Hell once they enter it. 'They will never be absent from the Fire in any way 
whatsoever; they will not die and thus be free from torment, and they will not exit from it, 
or be given any respite from it. 

{And what can make you know what is the Day of Recompense?) What can make you under- 


stand how momentous the Day of Recompense will be? 


‘Then the question is repeated, in order to emphasize the momentous nature of the Day of 


Judgement and how serious the matter is, and how terrifying it will be. 


dlt is the Day when a soul will not possess for another soul [power to do] a thing; and the command, 
that Day, is [entirely] with Allah}. On the Day of Reckoning, no one will be able to benefit 
anyone else; rather the command will belong entirely to Allah Alone. 


eecosososoos 


LA What we learn from the verses: 


Each person has angels who record everything 
that he says and everything that he does. These 
scribes are noble, and they are not of a mean or 
base c acter; rather they are possessed o! 

tegrity that prevents them from wronging anyone 


by recording something that he did not do, or 


failing to record something that he did do. That 


is because they are noble and possess integrity. 
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vj What we learn from the verses: 


Whoever is in a position of looki 


y of the ummah's affairs, whether 
rs or others, must have these 

x attitude, noble 

nd knowledge of 


what he has been appointed in charge of. 


All matters are under the control of Allah, on the 
d on all other d; 


mentioned specifically in these 


will clearly be under the contr 


[1] List the terrifying events of the Day of Resurrection, from what you have read 
in the four previous soorahs (an-Nazi‘aat, Abasa, at- Takweer and al-Infitar), in 
the right sequence as much as possible. 

(2) {A soul will [then] know what it has put forth and kept back}. Weite a brief exhortation 
to a group of people, explaining this verse. 

© Cobor has deceived you concerning your Lord, the Generous?}; [Noble and recording} — 
what do you conclude from these two verses? 
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yy In this unit we will study 


Surat al-Mutaffifeen 


Ibn Abbas said: Surat al-Mutaffifeen is Madinan (revealed after the 
Hijrah), except for eight verses: 
until the end of the surah; these ver 
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Allah J2g2 says: {Woe to those who give less [than due], Who, when they take a measure from peo- 
ple, take in full. But if they give by measure or by weight to them, they give them less than their due. 
Do they not think that they will be resurrected For a tremendous Day — The Day when mankind 


will stand before the Lord of the worlds?} {at-Muraffifeen 83:1-6]. 


n The Book of Quranic Exegesis (Tafsir) (2) 


The reason for revelation 


It was narrated that Ibn Abbas zags said: When the Prophet of Allah Assess} came to Ma- 
dinah, they were the worst of people with regard to weights and measures. So Allah revealed 


y 
i 
( 
f 
1 the words: (Woe 7o those who give less [than due]}. So they began to improve with regard to 
: weights and measures after that, Narrated by Ibn Majah; classed as sahih by al-Albani. 


| 


(ER. Commentary 


(Woe to those who give less [than due]]. Giving less than is due means being unfair with regard 


to weights and measures, either asking for more than is due when taking from people, or by 


giving less than is due when giving to them. The word tatfeef (from which the title of this 


eososocoscon 


surah, al-Mutaffifeen, is derived) refers to giving less and giving short measure. 


“Woe to them": wayl (translated here as “woe”) is a word of warning. What is meant is 


praying against them, praying that they will suffer loss, be doomed and be severely pun- 
ished in the Hereafter. 

Tt was also said that wayl is a valley in Hell which flows with the pus of the people of the 
Fire. 

(Who, when they take a measure from people, take in full}. This is an explanation of what is 
meant by “those who give less [than due]” (mutaffifeen): when they take from people, they 
take their rights in full with regard to weighing and measuring. 

(But if they give by measure or by weight to them, they give them less than their due} that is, they 


deduct something when weighing and measuring for other people. 
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[E Commentary 


(Do they not think that they will be resurrected}. Do these people not believe with certainty 
that they will be resurrected and made to stand before Allah on the Day of Resurrection? 

In other words, this is what gives them the audacity to give short measure. Otherwise, if 
they truly believed and knew that they would stand before Allah fe, they would give up 
that evil practice and repent from it. 

{For a tremendous Day] that is, the Day of Resurrection, which will be very hard for the 
disbelievers. Allah Jeg says: {For the disbelievers — 


not easy) fa-Muddntthie 7410) and {The disbelievers will Big Ie mense Wda 
say, “This is a difficult Day") {al-Qamar 548]. pe p ew oe Eod ko 
But for the believers, by Allah's grace, it will be as il. ni ae ne weg, 
r " 4 ing and measuring, for those who 
easy for the believer as doing an obligatory prayer. musco eda eot 
[The Day when mankind will stand before the Lord stani d onthe D: ay OE Restivestion 


of the worlds} that is, they will rise from their until their sweat will overwhelm 
graves on Allahs command, for the reckoning then M MS E way up ~ 
and the requital. On that Day, all sovereignty will — “their ears. va 
be diminished, except the sovereignty of the Lord 1 

of the Worlds $e. Allah e says: {To whom be- 


longs [all] sovereignty this Day? To Allah, the One, the Prevailing} (Gha& 40:16}. 
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Al-Bukhari and Muslim nai from Ibn Umar wags that the Prophet Jasko said: 


|: The Book of Quranic Exegesis (Tafsir) (2) 


What we learn from the verses: 


‘That if the warning is addressed to those who cheat people by giving 
short measure, then the one who takes people’s wealth by force or by 
stealth is more deserving of the warning than those who give short 


measure. 


Just a 
2 he must also ¢ 


wealth, rights a 


a person may take from people what is due to him 
I D peor , 


ye them everything that is due to them, of 


nd so on. 
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"Ihose who give short measure combine two things: covetousness 

and stinginess. Covetousness means demanding their rights in 

full whilst accepting no excuse and showing no forbearance. 

Stinginess means withholding what is due from them and not giving it in 
full when weighing or measuring. 

‘This example that Allah {ý+ mentions with regard to weights and measures 
also applies to everyone who demands his rights in full with regard to what 
is owed to him, but withholds the rights of others with regard to what he 
owes. 


In principle, thinking (zann) re- 
fers to when one is not certain 


about a thing, but in Arabic it 


Resurrection as tremend 
and of the standing of the people in full 
submission before Allah on that Day, 
and the description that Allah 
Himselfas Lord of the World 


may also to certainty. This 
occurs frequently in the Quran 


Allah ge says: (Who are certain 


[yazunnoona] that they will meet 


ef (giving short 


their Lord] {al-Baqarah 2:46). And 
measure) may be, and how serious is the 


Allah $e says: (Indeed, I was 


sinoftheone who gives short measure 
certain [zanantu] that I would be fi 


and does not conduct himselfina 


meeting my account} [al-Haqqah 69:20]. and proper manner, 
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B Activities 


(1) {Who, when they take a measure from people, take in full, But if they give by measure 
or by weight to them, they cause loss}. Talk about one of the types of commercial 


transactions that is equivalent to giving short measure nowadays. 


o No matter how small sins are, they are still serious in the sight of Allah. Where 


do you find support for this idea in these verses? 
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Allah jeg says: {No! Indeed, the record of the wicked is in sijjeen. And what can make you 
know what is sijjeen? It is [their destination recorded in] a register inscribed. Woe, that Day, to 
the deniers, Who deny the Day of Recompense. And none deny it except every sinful transgressor. 
When Our verses are recited to him, he says, “Legends of the former peoples.” No! Rather, the 
stain has covered their hearts of that which they were earning. No! Indeed, from their Lord, that 
Day, they will be partitioned, Then indeed, they will [enter and] burn in Hellfire, Then it will 
be said [to them], “This is what you used to deny” } [al-Mutaffifeen 83:7-17]. 


[22] Commentary 


(No! Indeed, the record of the wicked is in sijjeen}. The word kallaa (translated here as *No!") 
is by way of rebuke. In other words, the matter is not as these disbelievers think, that they 
will not be resurrected or punished. Rather, their book in which are recorded their deeds 
that they used to do is in sijjeen, which is the seventh and lowest earth, the abode of the 
evildoers, where they will settle when they are resurrected. 

(sijjeen} is derived from the word sijn (prison). 

{And what can make you know what is sijjeen?} That is, What will tell you about it? This is 
a rhetorical question which serves to emphasize how serious the matter is, for that is not 
something that you or your people know; rather it is a very serious matter, an eternal prison 
and an everlasting punishment. 


Unit 6: Surat al-Mutaffifeen 


(Woe, that Day, to the deniers} that is, doom and loss is theirs. That is when what Allah 
warned them about of detention and humiliating punishment befalls them on the Day of 
Resurrection. 

{Who deny the Day of Recompense]. This is a description of the deniers; they are the ones who 
do not believe that the Day of Resurrection will happen and who think it unlikely. 

(And none deny it except every sinful transgressor) that is, every evildoer and miscreant who is 
immersed in sin and commits a great deal thereof. 

‘This is the one who transgresses in his actions because of his unlawful earnings. 

He is sinful in his words, so when he speaks he lies, when he makes a promise he breaks it, 
and when he disputes he resorts to foul speech. 

{When Our verses are recited to him, he says, "Legends of the former peoples”). That is, when the 
verses of Our Book are recited to him, he says: This is what was written by the former 


peoples, by way of mocking it and rejecting it. 


The are fables and falsehoods that they wrote and 


presented in an attractive manner. 


(No! Rather, the stain has covered their hearts of that which they were earning}. The word kallaa 
(translated here as “No!”) is by way of rebuke. In other words, this is not the legends of the 
former peoples. 


Rather their hearts are overwhelmed with the sins that they were earning, so they became 
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covered until they could no longer see the truth. 


‘The root meaning of (translated here as “stain”) is overwhelming or covering. Hence 


it is said Raanat al-khamru ala aqlihi (the alcohol overwhelmed his reason), so he became drunk. 


and. Wr 


de spot will grow unti ntil 


the stain Pu has covered their hearts of that which they were earnin, 


E The Book of Quranic Exegesis (Tafsir) (2) 


(EB) Commentary 


(No! Indeed, from their Lord, that Day, they will be partitioned}. The word kallaa (translated 
here as “No!”) is another rebuke for their denial of the Day of Judgement. Then Allah goes 
on to say: (Indeed, from their Lord, that Day, they will be partitioned}. This refers to the Day of 
Resurrection. They will be barred from seeing Allah y just as they were barred from see- 
ing His law and His verses, so they thought that they were legends of the former peoples. 
{Then indeed, they will [enter and] burn in Hellfire}. The word translated here as “burn” means 
they will be touched by the heat of the fire and be burned by it. In other words, then they 
will enter it and be burned by its heat, and punished with all kinds of torments in it. 
{Then it will be said [to them]} by way of rebuke and scolding: 


(‘This is what you used to deny”). Thus this physical torment and pain will be combined for 


them with the psychological pain of being rebuked and made to regret. 


LA What we learn from the verses 


"These verses warn against sin, for sin stains the heart and covers it little by 


little, until its light is extinguished and it loses its insight, whereupon it will 
see things other than they really are. Thus it will see falsehood as truth and 


truth as falsehood. This is one ofthe punishments and consequences of sins. 


Ahl as-Sunnah wa'l-Jama'ah quote as evidence to prove that the believers 
will see Allah 3e the words 

The connection is clear: if these people are partitioned and 

ed when Allah is angry with them, then the be able to 


e Him because Heis pleased with them. What is meant is: if the partition- 


ing or screening were applicable to everyone, then there would be no point 


g that the evildoe articular will be partitioned or scree: 
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(5 Activities 


(1) Explain the meaning of the following words and phrases: 
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CUI SEEn US DATHETOLIDEHDEDDI cM 
dotati rad) MI erede nre eosta Clases e PORT ROUE o ORI IRR TR ONU REPE 
e. they will [enter and] burn in Hellfre............ s 


(2) How does this verse — {No! Indeed, from their Lord, that Day, they will be partitioned} 
—prove that the people of Paradise will see Allah fg? 


o "The partition or screen reflects a subtle connection between these two verses: 
{No! Rather, the stain has covered their hearts of that which they were earning} and 
{No! Indeed, from their Lord, that Day, they will be partitioned}. Try to explain this 


connection. 
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Allah jege says: (No! Indeed, the record of the righteous is in ‘illiyyeen. And what can make you 
know what is ‘illiyyun? It is [their destination recorded in] a register inscribe, Which is witnessed 
by those brought near [to Allah]. Indeed, the righteous will be in pleasure, On adorned couches, 
observing. You will recognize in their faces the radiance of pleasure. They will be given to drink 
[pure] wine [which was] sealed. The last of it is musk. So for this let the competitors compete. And 
its mixture is of Tasneem, A spring from which those near [to Allah] drink } [al-Mutafffeen 83:18-28]. 


L—. Commentary 


No! Indeed, the record of the righteous is in ‘illiyyeen}. Having mentioned that the book of 


the evildoers is in the lowest and narrowest of places, Allah § now mentions the book 
of the righteous, and that it is in the highest, broadest and most spacious part of Paradise. 


(abrar, sing. barr) are those who obey Allah by doing what 


He enjoins and avoiding what He forbids. Their destination is Paradise, 


in the seventh heaven, in which the souls of the believers will be. 


{And what can make you know what is ‘illiyyun?} This is a rhetorical question by way of 
highlighting its importance and great significance. In other words: what can make you 
know what it is? For it is something of great significance; it is elevation upon elevation, 
sublimity upon sublimity. 

{It is [their destination recorded in] a register inscribed}. This is a description of the book of 
the righteous, as the book of the evildoers was described above. 
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{Which is witnessed by those brought near [to Allah}. This refers to the angels; it was also said 
that it is witnessed by those from every heaven who are close to Allah, so they will be 
present and will see that register when it is taken up to illiyyun. 

{Indeed, the righteous will be in pleasure} that is, on the Day of Resurrection, they will be in 


eternal bliss, in the gardens in which are immense blessings. This includes both physical 


and spiritual pleasures. 
[On adorned couches, observing} that is, looking at what Allah has blessed them with of bliss 
that no one in this world could imagine. {And no soul knows what has been hidden for them of 


comfort for eyes as reward for what they used to do} (as-Sujdah 32:17]. 
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"This looking even includes gazing upon the countenance 


of Allah £z. They regarded this verse as being among the evidence which proves 


that the believers will see Allah gg in Paradise. 


[You will recognize in their faces the radiance of pleasure} that is, if you look at their faces, you 
will recognize joy, delight, light and happiness, because of the immense blessing in which 
they will find themselves. 

{They will be given to drink] that is, Allah $e will give them to drink at the hands of 
the servants whom He describes elsewhere in the Quran: ( There will circulate among them 
young boys made eternal, With vessels, pitchers and a cup [of wine] from a flowing spring] tu-waqish 
5617-18]. 

{/pure] wine} that is, of a pure drink, which will cause no intoxication or harm to one's 


reason, and will not cause any headache. 


Raheeq (translated here as "[pure] wine") is one of the names of wine; it 


refers to pure wine, the best and most mature thereof. 
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[[sohich was] sealed] that is, it was sealed and prevented from being touched by anyone until 
the righteous break the seal. 

[The last of it is musk} that is, the last of it is musk, with a delightful fragrance, unlike the 
wine of this world, the last of which has a bad smell. 

{So for this let the competitors compete] that is, for this reward and recompense let the com- 
petitors compete in a race that will make them out of breath. This is a metaphor for going 
at speed in a race. 

Competing in doing good is competing in obeying Allah £z, in attaining that which is 
pleasing to Him, and in keeping away from that which displeases Allah cz. 

(And its mixture is of Tasneem} that is, this pure wine that is described above is mixed with 
another drink, which is called tasneem; this is the noblest and best drink of the people of 
Paradise. 

(A spring from which those near [to Allah] drink} that is, a spring from which those who are 
close to Allah drink; it is pure and not mixed with anything. 


e 
LA What we learn from the verses: 


Those who compete for some kind of worl: ain, no matter how 


great, splendid, sublime and important it is, are only competing for 


something insi int and transient, which will soon end. 


Competing for the Hereafter lifts the spirits ofall the compet- 
itors, whereas competing for worldly gain brings down all the 


competitors. 


Competing for the pleasure and bliss of the Hereafter will not lead to the ruin of one's 
worldly affairs, ns some may think. Rather Islam regards striving in the life of this world 
as being like tending a crop that one will reap in the Hereafter; and it regards populating 
the earth, taking care of worldl ind benefitting from the earth's resources whilst 


adhering to righteousness and fearing Allah as being the role of the true believer. 
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B Activities 


(1) In the verse {They will be given to drink [pure] wine [which was] sealed}, who is the 
one who will give them to drink? What is the evidence for what you say? 


(2) Explain the contrast between the bliss of the righteous and the hell of the 
evildoers, from the verses of this surah. 


o Connect each word or phrase in list A with the word or phrase that matches it in 


list B: 
(B) 
couches highest and broadest part of Paradise 
illiyyun wine 
raheeq the finest type of couches 
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Allah Jeg says: (Indeed, the evildoers used to laugh at those who believed. And when they passed 
by them, they would exchange derisive glances. And when they returned to their people, they 
would return jesting. And when they saw them, they would say, “Indeed, those are truly lost.” 
But they had not been sent as guardians over them. So Today those who believed are laughing at 
the disbelievers, On adorned couches, observing. Have the disbelievers [not] been rewarded [this 
Day] for what they used to do?) [al-Mutaffifeen 83:29-36]. 


(E) Commentary 


(Indeed, the evildoers used to laugh at those who believed]. Those who earned sin and disbe- 
lieved in Allah in this world used to laugh at those who affirmed the oneness of Allah £z 
and believed in Him, mocking them. 

[And when they passed by them, they would exchange derisive glances}. The word ghamz (trans- 
lated here as “derisive glances”) means signalling with the eyelids and eyebrows. In other 
words, they would look at them in a mocking and criticizing manner, signalling to one 
another with their eyes. 

‘The root meaning of the word ghamz is shame. 

[And when they returned to their people, they would return jesting} that is, when these evildoers 
returned to their families from their gatherings, they would be filled with self-admiration, 
and joking about the believers, impugning them and mocking them. 

{And when they saw them, they would say, "Indeed, those are truly lost"]. When the evildoers 
saw the believers, they would say: These people have gone astray from the path of truth. 
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[But they had not been sent as guardians over them} that is, these disbelievers were not sent 
or appointed as guardians and keepers to watch over the actions of the believers. Rather 


they were enjoined to believe in Allah and to strive to obey Him. 


[So Today those who believed are laughing at the disbelievers] that is, on the Day of Resur- 
rection. For on that Day, the believers will laugh at the disbelievers when they see them 
humiliated and defeated, when the punishment comes upon them, as the disbelievers used 


to laugh at the believers in this world. 


[On adorned couches, observing} that is, on couches made of pearls and rubies, {observing} 
the disbelievers as they are being punished in the Fire, as a requital for their having laughed 


at the believers in this world. 


{Have the disbelievers [not] been rewarded [this Day] for what they used to do?" This is a ques- 
tion that serves to affirm. In other words, have the disbelievers been requited for how they 


used to treat the believers by mocking and belittling them, or not? 


‘The answer is: Yes, they have indeed been requited in full, by the justice and wisdom of 


Allah. 


[been rewarded} the word thuwwiba (translated here as “been rewarded”) refers to what 


comes back to a person because of his actions (thawab); it may refer to both good and bad. 
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LA What we learn from the verses. 


Th 
165€ People who mocked t] 


time. There; 


The heirs of the messengers, namely the scholars and the religiously 


committed, will suffer at the hands of the enemies of the messenger 
that which the messengers also suffered of name-calling and mocke; 
One example of this is when the innovators accuse the Salafis of an- 


thropomorphism and likening Allah to His creation, and so on. 


Unit 6: Surat al-Mutaffifeen m 


o These verses indicate that the requital matches the deed. Quote other verses 
which also prove that. 


(2) Allah describes those who mock the believers as {the evildoers}. Does this type of 
mocker exist in our own time? Give three examples of that. 


(3) {Have the disbelievers [not] been rewarded [this Day] for what they used to do?) Answer 
this question. 


And Allah is the source of strength. 
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